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between Zaleski and Stresemaim, the negotiations were reopened,
but within a few weeks were threatened with interruption by a
speech made by Hergt, German Minister of Justice and Vice-
Chancellor, at Beuthen, in German Upper Silesia, in which he
said that Germany claimed the return to her of Polish Upper
Silesia. It was explained that Hergt was not speaking officially,
but as an individual. The Polish Government made inquiries
at Berlin, and was assured by Stresemann that Germany had
not changed her policy, which was that of Locarno. The negotia-
tions for a commercial treaty continued.
SUMMARY CLOSE OF THE SEYM
The Budget was passed by the Seym on March 22, 1927—and
Parliament was closed by a Presidential decree, as the work assigned
to it by the Government was completed. This summary stop to
its activities was resented as another blow at the Seym by Pilsudski,
but it was in accordance with the Constitution as reformed in
the preceding year. A sensation was produced when in January
five members of the Seym were arrested, despite their Parlia-
mentary immunity, on the charge of being concerned in a plot
aiming at a Communist revolution and the establishment of an
independent White Russia on Communist principles. Numerous
arrests of suspects in Warsaw and in the country followed, and
stores of ammunition and compromising documents were found
in their possession. In March the Minister of the Interior issued
an order declaring illegal the White Russian Hramada, the
organization that was behind the plot; at the same time a
Communist peasant group was put under the ban. With the closing
of Parliament the Government, through all its Ministries, went
on energetically carrying out the programme of intensive work
and reorganization embodying the Pilsudski policies. The various
new organizations that had been brought into existence, such
as the Economic Committee, the Financial Council and the
Council for National Defence, were actively engaged in their
several fields. The whole administration had been speeded up by
the removal of incompetents, and the improvement in the State's
financial position, which was very evident in 1927, was reflected

